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Call me about “Take a Vacation on the House”
Limited time offer.  Call for details.

“Here for you 24 hours
7 days a week”www.YorkRegionProperties.ca    www.micheledenniston.ca

Heritage Group Ltd.
Each offi ce independently owned and operated 

Michele Denniston
The Team that goes Above and Beyond - We Offer, Financing, Renovations, Painting, Professional Home, Staging and Advanced Technology. Call for a Free Consultation.

Global Exposure – Local Expertise
This is one of the most important fi nancial decisions you will make.

(416) 433-8316 • (905) 883-8300 • denniston@sympatico.ca
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Stunning “Kingscross Estates” Offers Long Winding Private Drive To Elegant 2 Story Georgian 
Style Home On 2 Acres, French Country Decor. Attention To Detail Top To Bottom. Boasts 
Hardwood Floors, Crown Moulding, Solid Wood French Doors With Bevelled Glass, Multiple 
Fireplaces & W/O’s, Large Picture Windows With Scenic Views Throughout. Warm & Inviting 
Muskoka Room, Floor To Ceiling Stone Fireplace, Oak Paneling & Natural Barn Beam Finishes.  
www.22Manitou.com   1-844-331-7494

$1,499,000

$875,000

Contractors Dream Fabulous Opportunity To Complete Your Dream Home Mostly Renovated 
Incl: New Stucco Exterior Finish, New Windows 2012, Roof, Modern Kitchen, Granite Counters, 
B/I Appliance, Walk-In Pantry, Formal Dining With B/I Espresso Station, Hardwood Flrs & Crown 
Moulding Thru-Out. Lrg Unfi nished Family Rm, Offers 3 Car Garage, W/O To Private 1/2 Acre 
Ravine Lot, Mature Landscape On Quiet Cul De Sac, 1-855-534-5781   www.162MoorePark.com

$2,399,999

Spectacular Showpiece. Designer Decor With Exquisite Finishes On Over 1/2 Acre Lot. Approx 10,000 
Sq.Ft. Of Living Space. Built By “Fandor Homes” In Most Exclusive Cul De Sac. Soaring 10Ft - 24Ft 
Ceilings, Solid 8Ft Doors, Custom Mouldings, Hardwood & Natural Stone Finishes, 2X Fireplaces, 9 
Baths, 3 Storey Elevator, Gourmet Kitchen, Cherrywood Cabinet, Quartz Counter, 24” Heated Marble 
Flrs, With Top Of Line Appliances, Main Flr Nanny Quarters, Energy Star Certifi ed $100,000 Upgrade 
Automated Smart Home Boast Finished Basement Complete With Outstanding Wetbar, Waterfall 
Feature, R/I Wine Cellar, R/I Home Threatre. The Ultimate In Luxury

$899,000

Fabulous 3500 Sq.Ft. loaded with upgrades, Lrg family size kitchen boasts butlers pantry, granite 
counters, Lrg breakfast area with W/I pantry, S/S appliances, open to family room incls B/I media 
center, gas fi replace, Hand scraped hardwood fl rs, 7 1/2 baseboards, 9ft plus coffered ceilings, Lrg 
principle bedrooms each with own ensuite, Lrg 50 ft lot, Mins to Hwy 400/27, airport, amenities

Prestigious Carrying Place Estate loaded with curb appeal. Stunning 2.43 private parcel boasts 
chefs dream gourmet kitchen, granite counters, B/I appliances, marble backsplash, multiple 
walkouts to stunning mature landscaping, inground salt water pool, 3 season sunroom. Mins to 
King’s Finest Private Schools, Hwy 400, Go Bus, Amenities

$1,348,000

$1,995,000

Stunning Masterpiece in carrying place estates on 2.13 acres boasts top of the line fi nishes, 
breathtaking views, professional landscape includes backyard oasis & inground pool.  Mins 
to Hwy 400, Hwy 9,  Go station & Kings fi nest private schools (CDS, SAC, Villa Nova)

Renovations can be expensive undertakings, which in many cases will not serve 
to increase the overall worth of your house.  Therefore, while they may be nice, 
in many respects they may simply be another way of throwing money away.  This 
doesn’t mean that you can’t make changes to your house to increase your enjoy-
ment of tiving there, but rather that you should focus on more cost-effective modi-
fication if you want to get the most out of it without wasting money.

Finding the alterations to make is the hardest part, but anything from changing 
doors to simply updating your home lighting can make a huge amount of difference.  
Such changes will instantly serve to offer a whole new aesthetic without you having 
to spend the excessive amounts of money that a full renovation would cost.

Home lighting can totally transform the look of a room.  Together with a general 
reshuffle, it can offer you what appears to be a whole new room very quickly and 
effectively.  Never underestimate the power of positioning to fool the mind into 
thinking something new has been created.

However, there are still major changes you can make to a house that will recoup 
much of the money they cost you.  For instance, under floor heating is extremely 
sought after for many different reasons.  First off, under floor heating is far more 
efficient and will heat a room in a far more thorough and even manner than radiators 
will.  Not only that, but by having such heating you are able to do away with radi-
ators altogether, meaning you create more space and a generally better aesthetic.  
The great thing about such investments is that not only will they be increasing the 
amount your house is worth, but in the meantime you will also benefit from things 
such as lower energy bills too.

Cost-Effective Home Modifications
Compliments of Michele Denniston

Operatic arias and graceful impressions of 
art pencil come together for King’s artist Gra-
zyna Tonkiel.

 Singing opera and  studding  nature have 
shaped and  dominated this artist’s life. If you 
watch the beautiful movement of butterfl ies, 
you will understand just where Tonkiel derives 
her inspiration.

She received a Masters in Operatic Perfor-
mance and Acting in her native country Poland. 
As a soloist at the Polish National Opera and 
Ballet Th eatre, she won many operatic compe-
titions including Th e Francisco J. Viñas Inter-
national Operatic Competition in Barcelona 
Spain. “Creativity expressed through art has 
been the dominant force in my life, fi rst as an 
internationally recognized opera singer, and 
secondly as a visual artist. Life without this cre-
ative expression would not be complete for me, 
but rather spoiled with feelings of deprivation 
and stagnation,” she says. Music was not the 
only way she tried to express herself and her ex-
pression evolved into drawing and painting.

 Th roughout the course of her Masters, she 
extensively studied the history of art. Shortly af-
ter arriving in Canada, she joined the Canadian 
Opera Company Ensemble Studio, and started 
studying Visual Art at Humber College.

Aft er moving to King City almost 20 years 
ago, she began drawing butterfl ies, and contin-
ued drawing them ever since. Her works have 
been mainly sold in Europe where she is rep-
resented by a couple of galleries. Her butterfl y 
studies are in private collections in Australia, 
British Virgin Islands, Canada, England, Hol-
land, Poland, Sweden and the U.S.

“Drawing butterfl ies allows me to learn from 

the world’s best designer, nature. Th e more I 
study butterfl ies, the more I am overwhelmed 
by nature’s perfection, as there is never anything 
to improve or correct.” Across cultures, butter-
fl ies carry a variety of meanings and diff erent 
symbolic interpretations: freedom, awakening, 
transformation, resurrection, rebirth, love, pu-
rity, beauty or the soul. “For me they are also 
mystic creatures. Despite their fragility, they 
have inhabited this earth for more than 50 mil-
lion years. I breed and watch them grow in my 
garden hoping they remain for eternity.”

 In 2001 she become the curator of the pri-
vate gallery, Gallery Solo in King City, and 
organized exhibitions of top Canadian artists, 
some honored by the Order of Canada. Under 
her leadership the gallery organized exhibits of 
tapestry, photography, paintings and sculptures.

As of today Gallery Solo is fully dedicated to 
her work, and open to the public by appoint-
ment only.

Her main artistic interest is now focused on 
studying and drawing local butterfl ies. She pri-
marily uses art pencil on paper with gold leaf. 
Tonkiel has even taken it a step further in her 
passion for butterfl ies by learning how to breed 
them every summer in her King City garden. 

G. Tonkiel is on the board of Directors of 
the Art Society King, as well as the Schoen-
berg Street Gallery Committee. She is ded-
icated to the  butterfly conservation  efforts 
and is a sought after lecturer about butter-
flies. She often donates her work to support 
conservation efforts. 

If you’d like to fi nd out more about Tonkiel’s 
work, visit  http://www.gtonkiel.com, make 
an appointment, or visit her studio at Gallery 
Solo during Art Society King  April 25th  and 
26th Studio Tour.

the arts

By Mark Pavilons

Music and 
visual arts 
motivates 
King’s 

Grazyna Tonkiel




